
CAE Speaking Exam



Part 1
● 1 minute per candidate.
● The examiner will ask you and the other 

candidate some basic questions about you and 
your life. 

● You shouldn't talk to the other candidate at this 
time.



PART 1
First of all, we’d like to know something about you. 

(Candidate A) Where are you from?



Choose the best answer and explain why it’s 
the best.

1. Valencia.

Or…

2. Well, I was born in Valencia and I’ve lived here all my life until now. However, 
my family is from Javea and we have a second home there. Because of that we 
usually end up spending a decent chunk of the year there as well.

Or…

3. I’m from Valencia, a city in Spain. This is a country in Europe. We also have the 
Mediterranean sea next to us. Oh, and I live in the nice part of the city centre 
where all the shops are. I like it because it’s really hot and I have all my friends 
here.



What do you do here/there?

1. I have been working as a Marketing Consultant for [company] since 2011. 
This is also the reason I moved to Switzerland because I found the job 
opportunity I was looking for.

Or…

 2. I’m a student in school, but I also want to go to university and I think that I’ll 
stay here in the future. I also play in sports club with a couple of mates.

3. I’m currently a student in secondary school/university, but actually I’ll be 
finishing my course next year so I have some big decisions to make. I see myself 
staying in the same place though, because I like nothing more than spending the 
weekends with my nearest and dearest. 



How long have you been studying English?

I have been studying English since high school, which means since 1997. I 
also had English as a subject at university and spent some holidays in an 
English speaking country. The last one was Australia, which really was a 
life-changing experience.



Are you the kind of person who can do two things at once?
If you could go anywhere in the world, where would you go? Why?
Do you use social networking sites a lot? Why/Why not?
Are you planning to do any courses in the near future?
How do you usually like to spend your free time?
What would be your ideal job, why?
Do you think it’s important to set yourself aims or targets? Why?



Part 2
ABC - ALWAYS BE COMPARING

The Three Magic Words
● Both ...
● Whereas ...
● While ...

Useful speculative phrases include:
● Perhaps
● It seems like
● They might have
● It could be that

Remember! Part 2 lasts for 60 seconds which isn’t long!! 
Don’t describe the pictures, instead say what is similar and 
different. Always relate to and answer the questions.

You also have to answer a short question about your 
partner’s photographs. This will last for 30 seconds.



What might the people find satisfying about their job?
What problems might they experience in their job?





Why might the people be making these journeys?
What difficulties might the people experience in their journeys?







What might the people be talking about?

What might happen if there is a problem with 
communication in these situations?



Part 3
To succeed in part 3, you have to:

● ask your partner questions
● agree and disagree with what they say
● include them in every step of the process
● be interested in what they have to say

Common mistakes
● Monologues (you shouldn't talk more than 20/25 seconds without passing the ball to your 

partner)
● Not reacting to your partner's ideas
● Getting stuck on 1 topic 
● Rushing through all the topics without analysing them at all 



Part 3
● After 2 minutes the examiner will stop you, and then ask you a follow-up question. It will 

include words like 'most', 'best', or 'easiest'. These words make it possible for you to come 
to a decision.

● If the topic was health, the examiner will say, 'Now you have about a minute to decide which 
of these things can benefit people the most.'

● Note that word 'minute'! Deciding the answer too soon will lead to ... dead air! Always start by 
eliminating two or three options (giving reasons). 

Or…

● You can also ask for their opinion and then disagree with it! 



Why do people 
find these issues 
worrying?

A failing 
global 
economy

Climate change

Cyber crime

International 
relations

Poverty in 
underdeveloped 
nations



The environmental 
changes of the past 
few decades are 
extremely concerning. 
How can we as 
individuals influence 
others to protect the 
local area?

Set up a media 
campaign to raise 
awareness.

Write letters to 
local politicians
asking for help.

Lead by example
as a local volunteer.

Create environmental 
workshops for 
youngsters.Organise protests against 

the excessive production of 
pollutants.



How effective are 
these ways of 
getting children  
fit and healthy?

Make sports 
clubs and 
gyms free for 
children

Use celebrities 
to promote a 
healthy lifestyle

Increase the 
price of 
unhealthy food

Teach a greater 
variety of sports in 
school

Gives talks to 
school children 
about the 
importance of a 
healthy diet





Part 4
● You should consider this part of the exam as a continuation of 

part 3. Questions will be on the same topic.
● You don't have to reach a decision together or talk about 

keywords, but you do have to use the same techniques - ask 
your speaking partner questions, organise your responses 
with linking words etc. 

● Your replies in this section can be longer than in part 3.



Delaying tactics/stalling for time
There will be times in the exam where you don't have anything to say right away. You need a 
second to think, but you want to avoid dead air. So you need to 'buy time' with phrases such as 
these:

● Well, now, let me see
● Let me think ...
● Oh, what a great question!
● Well that’s something I’ve never really thought about but, on reflection, I’d say that...



If you need to interrupt
If your partner talks a bit too long, it's okay for you to politely stop the flow of words.

● Can I add something here?
● Is it okay if I jump in for a second?
● If I might add something...
● Can I throw my two cents in?
● Sorry to interrupt, but...



Part 4
How important is it for people to be aware of the problems that affect people in 
other countries?

Do you think countries should work together to solve environmental problems?

Some people say that it is better to solve problems in our own countries before 
thinking about world problems. What do you think?

Do you think individuals can help to solve big, international problems?

Is it important to donate money to international charities? Why, Why not?

Some people believe that global problems are too big to solve and that it’s too late 
to try. What do you think?


