
Balloon Debate  

 

You are in a hot air balloon which is losing height rapidly and will soon crash because it is 
overweight. You are travelling with a group of school children who will grow up to be very 
famous. You have to decide which 7 to throw over the side; if the balloon crashes you will all 
die. The passengers are: 

 Barack Obama 
 Steven Spielberg 
 Mahatma Gandhi 
 Florence Nightingale 
 Nelson Mandela 
 Mikael Gorbachev 
 Charles Darwin 
 William 

Shakespeare 

 Diego Maradona 
 Albert Einstein 
 Leonardo da Vinci 
 Abraham Lincoln 
 Beethoven 
 Vincent Van Gogh 
 Marie Curie 
 Steve Jobs 

Language 
Conditionals Making Decisions 

If_____ hadn’t invented_____, _____ wouldn’t 
have happened. 

There’s no way we’re throwing ______ 
overboard because______ 

But for ________ we wouldn’t have________. Throwing _______ is out of the question 
because________ 

If it hadn’t been for ______, we wouldn’t have 
_______ now 

I think ________ is expendable. 

Had it not been for _______, we wouldn’t 
have________. 

 
 

 Were I to choose one to throw over, it would be 
________ 

Examples: 

If Charles Darwin hadn’t discovered evolution, society wouldn’t have developed like it has. 

If it hadn’t been for Gandhi, India would still be a British colony. 

But for Shakespeare, we wouldn’t have such a rich language. 

Had it now been for Abraham Lincoln, the slaves wouldn’t have been freed. 

  



 

1. Inverted Conditionals – First Conditional (“Should”) 

If he remembers his own name, we’ll be able to help him. 

To invert this: 

1. Replace “if” with “should.” 
2. Replace the verb with the bare infinitive. (e.g. “goes” →” go,” “has” → “have,” am/is/are → 

“be”) 

 

Should he remember his own name, we’ll be able to help him. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

If she refuses the offer, we'll raise the price. 

 

If James doesn't remember, we'll have to start again. 

 

If you study hard, you will be able to pass the exam with no difficulties. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



2. Inverted Conditionals – Second Conditional (“Were”) 

There are two uses of the inverted second conditional: 

1. With verbs, to describe an unlikely future 
2. With “be,” to describe an unreal present state 

a. Inverted Second Conditional for Unlikely Future Events 

We can use the second conditional to talk about something in the future that probably isn’t 
going to happen. 

If Trump pushed the button, we’d all have problems. 

To invert this: 

1. Replace “if” with “were.” 
2. Change the verb to the infinitive form (with “to”). 

 

Were he to push the button, we’d all have problems. 

So back at the beginning of 2016, we could’ve said things like: 

Were Brexit to happen, I’d be surprised. 

or… 

Were Trump to get elected, we’d all be surprised. Very surprised. 

It was a very surprising year. 
 



b. Inverted Second Conditional for Unreal Present States 

If I was ridiculously rich, I think I’d still work. 

To invert this: 

1. Remove “if.” 
2. Invert subject and verb. (“I was” → “was I”) 
3. Change “was” to “were.” 

Were I ridiculously rich, I think I’d still work. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

If he were over 18, we would allow him to join the Python club. 

 

If he weren't such a difficult person, my job would be easier. 

 

If hackers got into the system, we'd lose everything. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



3. Inverted Conditionals – Third Conditional (“Had”)

If we’d arrived sooner, we wouldn’t have missed the beginning.
 

To invert this: 

1. Delete “if.” 

2. Invert the subject and the auxiliary. 

Had we arrived sooner, we wouldn’t have missed the beginning.

___________________________________________________________________________

 

 

If they hadn't arrived in time, they wouldn't have 
 
 
If I'd woken up earlier, I wouldn't have missed the boat.
 
 
If we'd bought that property, we'd be rich
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________

Third Conditional (“Had”) 

If we’d arrived sooner, we wouldn’t have missed the beginning. 

Invert the subject and the auxiliary. (“we had” → “had we”) 

Had we arrived sooner, we wouldn’t have missed the beginning. 

___________________________________________________________________________

If they hadn't arrived in time, they wouldn't have been able to rescue the giraffe.

If I'd woken up earlier, I wouldn't have missed the boat. 

If we'd bought that property, we'd be rich now. 

___________________________________________________________________________

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

been able to rescue the giraffe. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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